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President’s Message.

chirim:do the f;natc
an use of Representatives :

The annual meeting of Con, is al
ways an interesting event, The represen-
tatives: of the States and of the people,
come fresh from their constituents, to take
counsel together for the common good, af-
ter an existence of near three fourths of a
century, as a free and independent republic,
The problem no longer remains to be solved
whether man is capable of self govern-
ment. The success of our admirable sys-
tem is a conclusive refutation of the theo-
ries of those in other countries, who main-
tain that a favored few are born to rule,
that the mass of mankind must be govern.
ed by force—one subject to arbitrary or
hereditary authority, The people are the
only sovereigna recognized by our consti-
tation. Numerous emigrants, of every
lineage and language, attracted by the ci-
vil and reiigious freedom we enjoy, and by
our happy condition, annually crowd to our
shores, and transfer their hearts, not less
than theirallegiance, to the country where
dominion belongs alone to the people. No
country has been so much favored, or
should acknowledge with deeper reverence
the manifestations of the Divine protection.
An All-wise Creator directed and guarded
us in our infant struggles fur freedom, and
has constantly watched over our surprising
progress, until we have become one of the
great nations of the earth, Itisin acoun-
try thus favored, and under a government
in which the executive and legislative
branches hold their authority for limited
periods, alike from the people, and where
all are responsible to their respective con-
slituencies, that it is again my duty to com-
municate with Congress, upon the state of
the Union and the present condition of
public affairs,

During the past year, the most gratify-
ing proofs are presented, that our country
has been blessed with a wide spread and
universal prosperity. There has been no
period, since the government was foundad
when all the industrial pursuits of our peo-

le have been more successful, or when la-

r in all branches of business has received
a fairer or better reward. From our abun.
dance, we have been enabled to per-
form the pleasing duty of furnishing
food for the starving millions of less
favored countries. In the enjoyment of
the bounties of Providence athome such
a8 have rarely fallen to the lot of any peo-

le, it is cause of congratulation that our
intercourse with all the powers of the
enrth, except Mexico, continues to be of an
amicable character, It has ever been our
cherished policy to cultivate peace and

ood will with all nations, and this policy
Eu been steadily pursued by me.

No change has taken place in our rela-
tions with Mexico since the adjournment
of the last Congress. The war in which
the United States were forced to engage
with the government of that country, still
eontinues.

I deem it unnecessary, after the full ex-
position of them contained in my message
of the 15th of May, 1846, and my annual
message at the commencement of the ses-
sion of Congress in December lust, to reit-
erate the serious causes of complaint which
we had against Mexico before she com-
menced hostilities. 1t is sufficient on the
present occasion to say, that the wanton
violations of the rights of pcrsons and

roperty of our citizens committed by
Mexico, her repeated acts of bad faith
through a long series of years,and her dis-.
regard of solemn treaties stipulating for
indemnity to our injured citizens, not only
constituted ample cause of war on our
part, but were of such an aggravated char-
acter as would have justified us before the
whole world in resorting to this extreme
remedy. With an anxious desire to avoid
a rupture between the two countries, we
forbore for years to assert our rights by
force, and continued to sech redress for the
wrongs we had suffered, by amicable nego.
ciations, in the hope that Mexico might
yield to pacific counsels, and the demands
of justice. In this hope we were disap-
inted. Our minister of peace, sent to
exico, was insultingly rejected. The
Mexican Government refused even to hear
the terms of adjustment which he was au-
thorized to propose, and finally, under
wholly unjustifiable pretexts, involved the
two countries in war, by invading territory
of the State of Texas, striking the first
blow, and shedding the blood of our citizens
on our own soil.

Though the United States were the ag-
grieved nation, Mexico commenced the
war, and we were compelled, in selfde-
fence, to repel the invader, and to vindi-
cate the national honor and interests, by
prosecuting it with vigor until we should
obtain a just and honorable peace.

On learning that hostilities had been
commenced by Mexico, I promptly commu.
nicated that fact, accompanied with a suc.
cinct statement of our other causes of com-
plaint against Mexico, to Congress, and
that body, by the act of 13th Mn'{. 1846, de-
clared, that by the act of the Republic of
Mexico, a state of war existed between
that Government and the United States.—
This act, declaring war to exist by the act
of the Republic of Mexico, and making
provision for its proseculion, to a speedy
and successful termination, was passed
with great unanimity by Congress, there
being but two negative votes in the Senate,
and but fourteen in the House of Repre-
sentatives. The existence of the war ha-
ving thus beer declared by Congress, it be-
came my duty, under the constitution and
the laws, to conduct and prosecute it. This
duty has been performed, and though at
every ll!Fe of its progress, I have manifes-
ted o willingness to terminate it by a just
peace, Mexico has refused to accede toan
terms which could be accepted by the Uni-
ted States, consistently with the national
‘honor and interests. ‘The rapid and brill-

iant suecess of our armies, and the vast
extent of the enemy's territory, which had
been overrun and conquerred before the
close of the last session of Congress, were
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fully known to that body. Since that time
the war has been prosecuted with increased
energy, and | am gratified to state, with a
success which commands universal admira-
tion. History presents no parallel of so
many glorious victories achieved by any
nation, within so short a period. Our ar-
my, regulars and volunieers, have crowned
themselves with imperishable honors, when.
ever and wherever our forces have en-
countered the enemy. Though he was in-
variably superior in numbers, and ofien en-
trenched in fortified positions, of his own
selection and great strength, he has been
defeated. Moo much praise cannot be be-
stowed upon our officers and men, regulars
and volunteers, and their gallantry, disci-
pline, indomitable courage and persever-
ance—all seeking the post of danger, and
vieing with each other in deeds of noble
daring. While every patriot heart must
exult, and a just national pride animate ev-
ery bosom, on beholding the high proofs
of courage, consummate military skill, stea-
dy discipline and humanity to the vanquish-
ed enemy, exhibited by our gallant army,
the nation is called to mourn over the louss
of many brave officers and soldiers, who
have fallen in defence of their country’s
honor and interests, The brave dead met
their melancholy fate in a foreign land, no-
Lly discharging their duty, and with their
country's flag triumphantly waving in the
face of the foe. Their patriotic deeds are
justly appreciated, and will long be remem-
bered by their grateful countrymen. The
parental care of the government they love
and served, should be extended to their sur-
viving families.

Shortly after the adjournment of the last
sestion of Congress, the gratifying intelli-
gence was received of the battle of Buena
Vista, and of the fall of the city of Vera
Cruz, and with it the strong Castle of San
Juan d'Ullos, by which it was defended.—
Believing that after these and other success-
¢g, 80 honorable to our arms, and so disas-
trous to Mexico, the period propitious to
offord her an opportunity, if she thought
proper so embrace it, to enter into negotia-
tions for peace, a Commissioner was ap-
pointed 10 proceed to the headquarters
our army, with full powers to enter on ne.
gotiations, and conclude a just and honora-
ble peace. He was not directed to make
any new overtures of peace, bul was a
bearer of a despatch from the Secretary of
State of the United States, to the Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, in reply to
one received from the latter, of the 22d
February, 1847, in which the Mexican Go-
vernment was informed of his appointment,
and of his presence at the headquarters of
of our army, and that he was invested with
full powers to conclude a definite treaty of
peace whenever the Mexican Government
might signify a desire so 10 do. While I
was unwilling to subject the United States
to another indignant refusal, I was yet re-
solved that the evils of the war should not
be protracted longer than might bu ren.
dered absolutely necessary by the Mexican
Government, Care was taken to give no
instructions to the Commissioner which
could in any way interfere with our milita-
ry operations, or relax our energies, in the
prosecution of the war. He possessed no
authority, in any manner, to control thess
operations,  He was authorized to exhibit
his instroetions to the General in commond
of the army, and, in the event of a treaty
being concluded and ratified, on the part of
Mexico, he was directed to give him notice
of that fact. On the happening of such a
contingency, and on receiving notice there.
of, the General in command was instruct-
ed, by the Secretary of War, to suspend
active military operations until further or-
ders. These instructions were given with
a view to intermit hostilities until the trea-
ty, thus ratified by Mexico, could be trans-
mitted to Washington, and receive the
sanction of the United States.

The Commissioner was also directed, on
reaching the army, to deliver to the Gene-
ral in command, the despateh which he
bore from the Secretary of State to the
Minister of Foreign Atfairs of Mexico,
and, on receiving it, the General was in-
structed, by the Secretary of War, to
cause it to be transmitted to the comman-
der of the Mexican forces, with a request
that it might be communicated to his gov-
ernment.

The Commissioner did not reach the
headquarters of the army until another
brilliant victery had crowned our arms at
Cerro Gordo.

The despatch which he bore from the
Secretary of War to the General in com-
mand, was received by that officer, then at
Jalapa, on the 7th day of May, 1847, to-
gether with the despatch of the Secretary
of State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
in Mexico, having been transmitted to him
from Vera Cruz. The Commissioner ar-
rived at the herdquarters of the army a few
days nfterwards. His presence with the
army und his diplomatic character, were
made known to the Mexican Government
from Puebla, on the 12th of June, 1847,
by the transmission of the despatch from
the Secretary of State to the Minister of
Foreign afluirsof Mexico, Many weeks
elapsed after its receipt, and no overtures
were made, nor was any desire expressed
by the Government of Mexico to enter
into negotiations for peace.

Our army pursued its march upon the
capital, and, as it approached, it was met
by a formidable resistance. Our forces
first encountered the enemy, and achieved
signal victories in the contested battles of
Contreras and Churubusco. It was not
until afier these actions resulted in decisive
victories, and the capital of the enemy was
in our power, that the Mexican Govern-
ment mapifested any disposition to enter

into any negotiationss for peace, and even

then, events have proved, there is too much
reason to believe, they were insincere, and
that in agreeing to go through the forms of
negotiation, the object was to give time to
strengthen the defences of the capital and
prepare for fresh resistance.

he General in command of the army
deemed it expedient to suspend hostilities,
temporarily entering into an armistice, with
a view to the opening of negotiations--
and commissioners were appointed on the
part of Mexico to meet the &:mmissiomrn
on the part of the United Siates, The
result of the conferences which tovk place
between these functionaries of the two gov-
ernments, was a failure of n treaty of
peace, The Commissioner of the United
States took with him the projet of a treaty,
prepared, by the terms of which the indem-
oity required by the United States was a
cession of territory,

It is well known, that the only indemnity
which it is in the power of Mexico to make,
in satisfaction of the just and long defer-
red claims of our citizens against her, and
the only means by which she can reimburse
the United States for the expenses of the
war, is a cession to the United Statesof a
portion of her territory. Mexico has no
money to pay, and no other means of ma.
king the required indemnity. If we re-
fuse it, we can obtain nothing else, To re-
ject indemnity, by refusing a cession of
territory, would be to abandon all our just
demands——and to wage the war, bearing all
its expenses, without a purpose or definite
object.

A state of war abrogates treaties
previously exisling between the bellig-
erents, and a treaty of peace puts an
end to all claims Yor indemnity for tortuous
acts committed under the authority of one
government against the citizens and sub-
jects of another, Atreaty of peace which
would terminate the existing war without

roviding for indemnity, would enable

exico, an acknowledged debtor, and her-
self the aggressor in the war, to relieve
herself of her just liabilitics,

By such a treaty, our citizens, who hold jost
demands ngainst her, would have no remedy for
them, either against Mexico or their own govern.
ment, Our doty 1o these citizens must ever
prevent such a peace, and no treaty which does
not provide ample means of discharging those
demands, can receive my sanction.

A treaty of peace should setile all existing dif-
ferences between the two countries. If an ada.
quate cession of territory be such a treaty, the
U. 8. should release Mexico from ell her liu
bilities, and assume their payment o our own
citizens: IF, instead of this, the United States
now to consent (o a treaty by which Mexico
should again engage to pay the heavy amount
of indebledness wﬁich a just indemnity lo our
government and citizens would impase upon her,
it is notorious that she does not possess the means
to meet such an undertaking. From such a trea.
ty, no result could be amici[:nled but the same
irritating dissppointments which have heretofore
attended the violations of similar treaty stipula.
tions on tho part of Mexico, Such a treaty
would be but a temporary cessation of hostilities,
without the restoration of the friendship and
good understanding which should characterize
the intercourse beiween the two countries.

That Congress contemplated the acceptance
of territorial indemnity, when that body wmada
provision [or the prosscution of the war, is obvi.
ous. Congress could not have meant when, in
May, 1546, they appropristed wn millions of
dollars, and authorized the President to employ
the militia and naval and military forces of the
United States, and to nccept the services ol ten
thousand volunteers, to enable him to prosecute
the war: and when at their last session, and after
our army had invaded Mexico, they mads addi.
tional sppropriations, and authorized the raising
of additional troops for the sama purposs, that
no indemoity was to be obtained [rom Mexico, at
the conclusion of the war; and yet it was certain,
that if no Mexican territory was acquired, that
no indemnity could be obtained,

[t is furiher manifest, that Congress contem:
plated tercitorial indemnity, from the fact, that,
at their last session, an act was passed, upon the
Ezecutive recommendation, appropriating three
millions of dollars, with that express object,
The appropriation was made 10 enable the Pros.
ident to conclude o treaty of peace, limits and
bounduries, with the Republic of Mexzico, 10 be
usod by him in the event that said wenty, when
signed by the suthorized agenis of the t(wo gov.
ernments, and duly ratified by Mexico, shall
call for the expenditure of the same, or any purt
thereof. The object of asking this sppropris.
tion waos distinotly stated, in the several mes
sages on the subject which I communicated.
Simlar appropriations, made in 1303 snd 1808,
which were referred to, were applied in part
consideration for the cession of Louisiana and
the Flotidas, In like manner, it was antio
ipated that, in settling the terms of a treaty of
limits and boundaries with Mexico, 8 cession
of terrtory, estimated to be of greater value thao
the antount of our demands against her, might
be obtsined, and thut the prgmpt payment of
this sum, in part considerstion for the territory
ceded, on the conclusion of & treaty, sod its rati-
fication on her port, might bs sa inducement,
with her, to make such a cession of territory as
would be satisfactory to the United Siates: and,
although the feilure to conclude such a treaty
has rendered it unnecessary to usa any of the
ihree millions appropriated by that act, and the
entire sum alill remains in the Tressury, itis sill
spplicable to that object, shoold the contingen.
cy occur making such appropriation proper.

The doctrine of no territory is the doatrine of
no indemnity, snd if sanctioned, would be a
public scknowledgment that our country was
wrong, and that the war declared by Congress,
with extraordivary unanimity, was unjust and

hould be sbandoned; an admission unfounded
in fuct and degrading to the national character.
The terms of lfn treaty proffered by the United
States were not only just to Mexico, but, con
sidering the character and amount of our clsims,
the unjustifisble and unprovoked commence.
manlo} hostilities by her, the expenses of the
war to which wo have been subjected, and the
success which had auended our arms, were

deemed 1o be of & most liberal characyer,
The commissioner of the United Staies was
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authorized 1o sgree 1o the establishment of the
Rio Grande ss the boundary, from its entrance
into the Gulf, 10 its intersection with the southern
boundary of New Mezxico in north latitude alout
twenty-two degrees, and to obtain a cession to
tha United States of the province of New Mex
ico and the Californins, and the privilege of the
right of way across the isthmus of Tehuantepec,

The boundary of the Rio Grande and the ces-
sion to the United States of New Mexico and
Upper California, constituted sn  uliimatum
which our commissioner wae, under no circum.
stances, to yield; that it might be manifest, not
only 1o Mexico, but to all other nations, that
the United States were not disposed 1o take ad.
vantage of a feeble power, by insisting npon
wresting from her all hec other provinces, in.
cluding many of her principal tawns and eities,
which we had conquered and held in our military
occupation, but were willing to conclude the
treaty in a spiriv of liberality. Our commissioner
was also avthorized to stipulste for the resiora.
tion to Mexico of all our uther conquests,

As the territory to be acquired by the boundary
proposed might be estimated 1o be of greater
value than a feir equivalent for our just de.
mands, oor commissioner was authorized to stip~
nlata for the payment of such additional pecu.
niary consideration 68 was deemned reasonable.

The terms of a troaty proposed by the com.
missioners on the partofl the Mexican Govern.
ment, were wholly inadmissible, They nego
tiated a8 if Mexico were the victerious, and not
tha vanquished party, or they must have known
their ultimatum could never hive bean aceepted.
It required the United States to dismember Texas,
by surrendering to Mexico that part of the Ter.
vitory of that State lying between the Nuoaces
and the Rio Grande, included within her limits,
by her laws, when she was an independant Re.
publie, and when she was annexed to the United
States, and admitted by Congress, as one of the
States of our Union, It contained no propoai:
tion for the payment, by Mexico, of the ju-tl
claims of our citizens, lt required indemnity to |
Mezxican citizens for injuries they may have sus
teined by our troops in the prosecution of the
war, It demanded the right for Mexico to |evy
and collect the Mexican duties levied on goods
imported into her ports while in our military oc
cupation, aud tha owners of which had paid o
officers of the United States the contributions
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strain them [rom commiiting depredations, rob
beries, ond murders, notonly upon the inhabi.
tants of New Mexico itsell, but upon thoss of

the other northern States of Mexico. 1t would
be o blessing o these Norihern States to have
their citizens J:mtm:ml agninst them by the power
of the United States. At this moment, meny
Mexicans, principully females and children, are
in captivity among them. [If New Mexico were
held and governed by the United Siates, we
could effectually prevent these tribes from com.
mitting such outrages, and compel them ta release
thess captives and restore them to their familics
and (riends, In proposing to acquire New Mex.
ico and the Californins, it wos known that but
an inconsidernbla portion of the Mexican people
would be teansferred with them, the country em.
braced within thess provinces being chiefly an
uninhabited region.

These were the leading considerations which
induced me to onthorize the terms of pence
which were proposed o Mexico. They were
rejecied, and negolintions being at an end, hos
tilities wera renewed, and an ossault was made
by our gallunt army upon the strongly fortified
places neor the gates of ihe city of Mesico and

sedsion of her eapitsl and the heart of her couns
try, would permit us to hold it would resistance.
That she would evntinie the war, and that in the
most harrassing and annoging forms, there can be
no doubt. A border warfare, ol m most sava

character, extending over a long line, would

unceasingly waged. It would require a large
armny tobe continually in the field, stationed at
ports and garrisons elong such a line, to protect
and defend it. The enemy, relicved from the
pressure of ourarms on his const and in the popu-
lous parts of the interior, would direct the operas
tions, and, selecting an isolated post for attack,
would eoncentrate his forces uponit.  This would
e & condition of affairs which the Mexicans, pur-
suing their favorablo system of guoerrilla warfare,
would protably prefer toany other. Ware we to
nssume o defensive mititude. on sueh a line, a'l
the advantages of such a state of war would beon
the sideof the enen.y. Wecould levy no contrie
butions upon Liim, or in avy other way ionke him
feel tho pressure of the war; but must remain
inactive and await his npproach, being in constant
unceriginty sl what point of the line, or at what
time, he might muke the assanit.  He moy sssems
ble smd organize en overwhelming furce in the
intetior, on his own side of the line, and, con-
cenling his purpose, make a sudden assauit upon
some ane of uir posts, so distant from any other
a8 to prevent the possibilily of timely suecor or
reinfurcements, and in this way, our gallant arimy
would b exposed to the danger of being cut off
in detail, or of, by their unrisalled bruvery and
prowess, everywhere exhibited during the war,
they should repulse the enemy, the numbers sta-
toned atacy pont, might still be oo small to
pursue him. 1f theenewny ba repulsed in one at-
tempt, he will have nothing else to do but retrest
to lis own eide of the line, and, being in ao fear
of & pursiing srmy, may reinforce himself at
leisure for unother attack on the sume, or some
other point. He may, tuo, cross a line beiween

wpon the city itselfl and sfier severnl deys of
acvere conflicts, the Mexican forces, vastly supe
rior in numbers to our own, were driven ftom l
tlie city, and it was occupied by our troaps,
Irmmedistely after information was received of |
the unfavorable result of negolintions, believing |
that his continued presence could be productive |
of no good, I determined to recall cur Commis. |
sioner, A despatch to this effect was transmitied |
to him on the 6th October last. The Mexican
Government will be informed of his recall, and |
that, in the existing state of things, I sha!l not
desm it proper to make any further overwres of
peaco—but shall be, at all times, ready to re.
ceive and consider any proposals which shall be
made by Mezxico.
Since tha liberal proposition of the United
States was authorized te be wade in Apiil lust,
large expenditures have been incurred, and the
precious blood of many of our patriotic fellow
citizans _hos bzen shed, in the prasecution of the
war. This considsration, and the obstinate per
severance of Mexico in protzacting the war, |
must influence the terms of peace which it may
be deemed proper hereafter 1o accept.  Our arms |

which had been levied upon them; andit offered
to cede 1o the United Stotes, ss a pecuniary con- |
sideration, that part of Upper California lying |
north of latiude 37 degrees. Such were the
untensonable terms proposed by the Mexican
commissioners,

The cession to the United States by Mexico,
of the province of New Mexico and the Cali.
fornies, proposed by the commissioner of the
United States, it was believed, would be more in
accordance with the convenience and interests of
both nations, than any other cession of territory
which it was probable Mexico could be induced
to make, It is manifest 1o all who have observed
the actual condition of the Maxican government
forsome years past, and at the present, that il
these provinces should be retained by her, she
could not long continue to hold and govern them.
Mexico is too feeble a power to govern (hese
provinces, lying as they do, at a distances of more
than @ thousand miles from her capital, and if

| jected, 10 our military occupation, a large portion |

having beea everywhere victorious—having sib. |

| be concenteated W pursue him

{warilv abandined them.

our pusts—make incursions into the country wo
lold—murder the inhabitants theraof, and then re-
turn to the interior, bLefure a sufficient furce can
Such would prob.
ably be the harenssing character of & mere defen-
sive war on our part.  If our forees, whon ate
ingked or threatened, be permitted to cross the
line, drive back the encmy and conquer Lim, this
would be sgain to invede the encmy'scountry
aller baviog lust all the advantages of the con-
quests we lave already wade, by Laving volun-
To Lold such a line suc-
cessfully, and in security, it is far from being
certain that it would not require as large an army
a8 would be necessary 1o hold all the conquests
we have already mmade, and to continue the pros.
aeation of the war in the heart of the enemy’s
country, 1t is aleo far from being certuin that
the expenses of the war would bediminished by
such n poliey.

I am persuaded that the best means of vindicat-
ing the nationsl houor and interest, and of bring-
ing the war to ao honorable close, will be 1o prosa.
cute it with increased energy wund power in the
vital partof the enemy’s countey. In my annual
messize 1o Corgrose, | deelared that the war had
not been waged witha view to conquest, bat have
ing been comtnnnced by Mexico, it has been car-
riod into the enemy’s country, snd will be vig-
vrously prosesoted thore with a view to obtain an
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of lhq enemy's country, |nc_!ud|ng his cupital, ““lhu.n-.rrnl_!!n peace, and thereby secure ample in-
negotintions for peace huving failed, the Impor T £ e
g I | ; .4 15 l..I mport. |demuily for the expruses of the war, as to our
ant question ariaes, in what manner the war | qmuch injured citizens who hold large pecuuiary
ought to ba prosecuted and what should be aur { hemards aguinst Mexico. Sueh,in wy jodgment,
futare poliey? 1 cannot doubt, that we should | continues to beour  true policy—indead the only
secure ard render available the conquesis we|pulicy which will probably secure n permaneut
have already made, and that for this purpose, | PESCE . —p= =
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herealter fall into our possession—ihat we should | (Le contrnrr, it bas ever bean my desirs. that she
press forward our. military operations, and levy | ghould mainisin Ler vationality, and, under u good
such military contributions on the enemy as may, | goversment, sdopted W Ler condition, be a pros-
os far o8 practicable, defray the future expenses perousand fooe repubiic.  The United States wore
of the war. (the firstamong the oations ta recognize her in.
Had the government of Mezico acceded to the 1 drpendeace; Bud bus wiways desired Lo be o verme
favorable and libersl terms proposed, that mode | & “'::,'t?}d":,il"’l:‘_::;r;"”f'."'fffl ”‘:'I:i:.,h'l;  This
of adjustment would have been preferred. Mexico | jovw hewn oompeiled to ghzaes in the }:1;",":'“':
having declined to do this, and (siled to offer any | war-=in its prosseation, we seek not lier overe
other terms which would be accepred by the | throw nawweion, bit du vinlicating cur national

attempted to be retained by her, they would con.

part of her dominions.
cially the case with Upper California.

sagacity of powerful Eoropesn nations, has long |

since directed their stiention to the commercinl

U. Siates, the nstional honor, no less than the  honor, we seck to ovnin redecss fur the wronge

importance of that province, and thers can be |ourselves, by eppropriating peruicently a por.
litle doub, that the moment the United States | tion of her territory.
shall relinquish their present occupation of it, as !

stitate, but for o short time, even nominally, s | public interests, requires that the war should be |she hus dune us. wud iadeainity for our just de-
This would bs espa. | prosecuted with increased energy and power, until | wiands sgaiust hor. W ‘}":""."I an honorabla

The |8 just and satisfuctory peace can be obmined. | Potce, and that juas ¢ bridg with it indem-

In the meantime, as Mexico 1efuses all in. Illi;?'..f;‘:r-'}'::1< l: .];. “..q:r{ al .1’4’:...:.','1 Tn'm'

|demnity, we should adopt nicesures to indemnily by AHISH soa A texas! calld o ablarurd e

Wiilst our neaners linve advanesd from vietory

ta vietery, from ‘e cumiheneriient of the war, it

Early after the commencement of the war, has elways been with the olive braneh of peace

v |i*1 their lends, and it has been in the power of

indemnity, sn effort would be made by some for. ‘-\‘-‘“' Mexico and the Californins were token

eign power to possess it, either by conquest or
purchase, 1f no loreign government should ac.
quire it by either of thess modes, an independent
revolutionary government would probably be es
tablished by the inhabitants and such foreigners
as may remain in, or remove to the country, as

soon as it shiall be known tkat the United Siates |

have abandaned it. Such a government would
be too feeble long to reiain its separate inde
pandent existence, and would finally become
annexed to, or a dependont colony of, some
more powerflul State,
Should any foreign government attempt to
possess it, or 8s & culony or otherwisa 1o incor.
arate it with itsell, the princiole announced by
resident Moanroe, in 1823, and reaffirmed in my
first annual message, that no foreign power shall,
with our consent, be permitted to plant or estab.
lish any new colony er dominion on the Norih

possession of by our forces, Ourmilitary and
naval commanders were ordered (o conquer and
of peace. |
hiese provinces are now in our undizputed

Al resistance on the part of Mexico havira
veased within their limits, T am satisfied that (hey
should never be surrendered 10 Mexico. Should
Congress concur with mein this opinion, and
that they should be ratzined by the Upited States
as indemnity, | can perceive no good reason why
the civil jurisdiction and laws of the U, S.
i should not at once be extended over them,

| To wait fora treaty of peace, such as we are |

| willing to make, by which our relatlons (o themn
| would not be changed, eannut he gaod policy, whilst
|onr interests and that of the paople inhahiting
jthem, require that & stable, respoansible and free
| government, under onr authority  should Le, ns

hold them, subject to be disposed of Ly atresty I ha

(occupation, and have bean so for many monthe, | hins boen 1)

Me
o 1‘ i

ey siep Lo arrest Lostilities by ac-

stalament of pease,
Voacisen from the faer, thet Maex-

vz beld in subjection by one face
7 usirpere afier another, and such
woncdition  of inseourity in which

5 W

iro hins b
tiom, or o

thetr sutnessiy roments hinve beon placed,
that ench bus Loon deierrsd from inuking peace,
Test fur (hds sury cotaey a rivel fheton might expel

it from power.
| Sugh was the fataof Prasident Herrera’s ad-
minisiration in 1845, for beiog disposed aven Lo
| listen to the wverteres of the United States, 1o
prevent the war, nsis fully conlirmed by an offi-
einl correspondeaca which took pliea, in the
moth of August last, between him snd his gov-
ernment, the cony of which is bharawith enmmue
nicated  For this cavse along, the revolution,
which displaced him frem power, was set on foot
by Gen. Perndes. Such may be the condition of
iusecurity of the prescot goverument.

American continent, must be maintsined. In | loon as passible, established vver them. Should| There can bo uet, that the peaceable and
maintaining this principle, and in resisting i:s | Congrass determina to hold these provinses permas | Well disposed inlinbitants of Maxico, are eon-
invasion by any foreign power, we might be | nently, und that they shall herenfier be considerad | vieced thatit it trud interest of their country

involved in other wars more expensive and more | constituent parts of aur conntry, the early estah- |*'_' conclude an honoradle peace with _the United
lishment of territorial government over them will ‘Ihmw. bk bee Sparetinaxi o Secoming dhe tise

diflicult than that in which we are now enzsged.
The provinces of New Mexico and the Califor.
nins are contiguous to the territories of the Uni.
ted States, and il brought under the Government
of our laws, their resources, mineral, agricul.
wural, manufacturing and commercial, would
sann be developed.

Upper California is bounded on the north by
our Oregon possessions, and if held by the Uni.
tadl States, would soon be settled by an enterpris.
ing and intelligent portion of our population.
The Bayof San Francisco, and other harbors
along the California const, would siford shelter
for our navy. Our numerous whale ships, and
other merchant vessels employed on the Pacifie
ocean, would, ina short period, become mans
of an extensive and profitable commerce with
Chins, and other countries of the East,

Thess advontages, in which the whole com.

mercial world would participate, would at once |

ba secured 1o the United Siates by the cession
of this territory, while it is certain, that as long
as it remains o part of the Meaican dominions
they can be enjoyed neither by Mexico hersell
nor by any other nation.

New Mezicois a lrontier, and has never been
of any considerable value to Mexico. From its
locality, it is naturally connected with our west.
ern settlements. The territorial limits of the
State of Texas, oo, as defined by her laws be.
fore her admission into the Union, embraced all
that portion of New Mexico lying east of the
Rio Gmaude, while Mexico still claims w hold
this territory as a part of her dominions,

There is another consideration which induced
the belief, that the Mexican government might
even desire (o place this province under the pro.
tection of the government of the United States,
Numerous bands of fierce, warlike savages win
der over it and upon its borders. Mexico has
been, and must continue o be too feeble to e

| be important fur the more perfect protestion of
| personsand property, and 1 peeommond that sueh
(territorial governments be established, Tt will
| promote peace and tranguility among the inhiabi-
| tants, by sllaying all npprehension that thoy nay
| entertain of being subjected ngain to the jurisdio-
ltion of Mexico. I wvite the earlv and favoruble
| consideration of Congrass (o this important sub-
| ject,
lJ Basides New Mexico and Culifornia, thereare
| other Mexican provinees which have been reduced
| 10 our possession by conquest. These other Mex.
ican provinces are now governed by our military
and naval commandirs, under the general author-
ity which is conferred upon s conquerir by the
laws of war. They should continue to be held as
a3 means of coercing Mexico o aceeda to just
termis of poace. Civil, ss  well as military
officers, are required to conduct such n govern-
ment.  Adequate compensaiion, to bo deawa from
contributions levied on the enemy, stanld be fixed
by law for such oflicers as may be thus eniploved
What further may become necessary, and what
final disposition it may be propar to muke of thein,
must depend on the future progress of the war,
and the course Mexico way think proper hereafter
to pursue,
| With the views | entertain, I cannot favor the
policy which lias beon suggested, either to with.
draw our army altogether, or to retire toa desig-
nated line ond simply holl and defend it. To

they have made, by deeds of unparalleled bravery,
and al the expense of so much blood and treasure,
inn war just on our pert, and one which, by the
net of the enemy, we could not honorably ave
svuided, would be to degrade the nation in its own
estimation and in that of the world.  To retire o
a line, and simply hold and defend it, would not
terminate the wir. On the contrary, it would
encourage Mexicu to persevere, and tend to pro-
tract it indefinitely.

Itis not to be expected, that Mexico, afier re-
fusing to establish such = line as & pernanent
| boundary, when our victorious srmiesare in pos-

withdraw our nrmy altogether from the conquests |

tius of some mliary faction or usurper, iy
have prevented them from n;mi!‘u,:mg their foole
ings by any public net.

e removal of any such apprehension would
probably ecause them to speak their sentiinents,
and to odopt the measores necessary for the res.
turation oGf pesce with a pecpie distracted and
divided by contending fuctions, and & governmen:
subiject to constant chianges by successive revolu.
ticns,  The continued successes of our arms may
fuil o secure o satisfactory peace. o soch event,
it may bhecome propar fur our commanding gen-
ernls in the field 10 gin.' encuuragemant und ns-
| surunee of protection 1w the friends of peace in
., inthe establishment and maintainance
uf & free repnblican government of their own
choiee, always willing to coneluden peace which
| would be just 10 themn, and secure 10 us the in-
demnrivy we damand.

This ey become the only mode of obtaining
{such & pesee. Should such be the result of this
| war, which Mexico has foreced upon ns, it wou'ld
|tl.m be cenveried into an enduring blessing 1o
lherqeil". Afver finding hertorn snd disiracted by
'r'icunm. and ruled by military usarpers, we
{sliould then Jeave her with & republican govern.
| ment, in the enjosmentof resl independence and
domestic pedace nnd prosperity, performing ali her
relative duties inthe great fumily of patwons, and
prowoting hor own happiness by wise laws and
their lawlul exceution,

If, sfter eflording encourngement and protec.
tion, slter all the perseverance and sincers el.
forts we have made, from the moment Mexico
commsnced the war, and prior to that time, w0
ndjust our differences with her, we shall ultimate-
ly fail, then we shall have exlisusted all honos.
sble means in pursuit of pesce and must con-
tinue to occupy ber country with our troops, ta.
king the [ull messure of indemnity with our owa
hands, and must enforce the terins which our
hanor demands.

Ta act otherwise, in the existing siate ol

{Continued on 4th page)




